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1
METHODS AND SYSTEMS FOR SERVER
POWER LINE COMMUNICATION

TECHNICAL FIELD

This disclosure generally relates to power supplies for
servers and other computing devices and, more particularly,
to communication and power management in a multi-node
system.

BACKGROUND

Server systems having redundant power arrangements
may incorporate two or more power supply modules that are
configured to continuously supply maximum power to the
system when either an alternating current (AC) power
source or one of the modules fails. For example, if the peak
workload power consumed from a conventional redundant
power subsystem containing two power modules is P, .
each of the modules may typically be rated at P,,,, or
greater to maintain system operation when a failure occurs.

Power supplies are typically sized larger to deliver the
maximum power P, that the system may need. However,
since systems are not often used to capacity, a smaller power
supply may detect an abnormal condition and generate an
interrupt to signal the servers to throttle back until the power
comes back into an acceptable range.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a server system
according to one embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a transmitter according
to one embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of a receiver according to
one embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a timing diagram representing power line
communication waveforms according to one embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of an example system using a
control process at the node level and a control process at a
facility data center infrastructure management (DCIM) level
to protect rack level power supplies.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a system to provide rack level
power protection and capping according to one embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a timing diagram illustrating power waveforms
generated in an example operation of the system shown in
FIG. 6 according to one embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of a system for rack level power
protection and control according to one embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

In existing server systems, and in server racks specifically,
the power supply is sized for full system (or rack) configu-
ration running the platform’s highest power software. This
results in larger power supply size and/or wattage rating and
higher server rack cost. In high density systems, it signifi-
cantly limits the available board space and system configu-
rations. At the same time, in real applications system utili-
zation remains at about 20-25% level, and the power supply
is loaded to a small portion of its power rating. For redun-
dant power supply configurations, where at least two power
supplies share a common load, average (typical) power
supply load additionally drops by a factor of two.

As discussed above, a power specification for a computer
system, P,, . usually defines maximum power capability of
the power supply in the system. In the process of determin-
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2

ing a value of P,,,+, system designers usually consider the
worst-case configuration of a system. Thus, P,,, . for a
system represents power consumption when the system is
fully populated with hardware. The determination of P,
also assumes that the system is configured with the most
power hungry components capable of being used in that
configuration, and that the system is running the platform’s
highest power software that causes forces it to consume
maximum power.

The present methods for determining P,,, . suffer from
various disadvantages. Most systems are populated with less
hardware components than their capacity. Further, in the vast
majority of cases, not all the components used are the most
power hungry. For example, many systems may be using
slower processors that usually consume less power, and the
central processing unit (CPU) utilization is infrequently
being used to 100% capacity. On average, many systems
consume power far lower than P,,,, and hence could
function adequately and more efficiently with a smaller
power supply.

Because of the low utilization rate and recent trend in idle
power reduction, rack power supplies and AC feeds supply-
ing power to multiple racks are oversized, operate at low
power levels, and therefore have comparatively low effi-
ciency and low power factor. This opens the opportunity for
significant power supply size and cost reduction, without
affecting system performance, and for improvement in sys-
tem performance-per-watt score.

Certain embodiments disclosed herein provide fast and
reliable throttling of servers or other processors and network
devices to allow for using power supplies with continuous
power ratings much lower than P, , .

In one embodiment, a method and apparatus for server
rack power line communication is used for broadcasting
electrical signals between rack power supplies and multiple
nodes receiving direct current (DC) power through common
bus bars. The method and apparatus may be used to provide
communication between power supplies and nodes in place
of utilizing a conventional separate daisy chain wiring.
Existing solutions employing a separate daisy chain wiring
are expensive and unreliable due to lack of redundancy. For
example, opening any connection in the daisy chain cable
may result in loss of key rack features such as overpower
protection, power supply module management, or an ability
to ride through AC line voltage dropouts. Opening a con-
nection in the daisy chain may also decrease system avail-
ability due to the possibility of the nodes crashing when the
power subsystem is overloaded.

One embodiment of server power line communication
includes capacitive coupled transmitters, capacitive coupled
receivers, and inductors on outputs of power supplies and on
inputs of nodes (e.g., servers or other network devices). The
server power line communication provides low power level
broadcasting of electrical interrupt and serial communica-
tion signals between rack level shared power supplies and
multiple nodes receiving DC power from these power sup-
plies. The signal broadcasting is provided with very small
size, low cost transmitters over the same bus bars that
deliver high DC power to the nodes.

In another embodiment, systems and methods provide
power capping and fast power protection at a server rack
level. While conventional methods to protect the power at
the node level use power capping and/or power throttling,
conventional methods do not provide the same protection at
the rack level so as to protect a large shared power supply
or to cap power based on measured rack level power. Thus,
in certain embodiments disclosed herein with large power
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supplies that provide power to a plurality of nodes, the
power supplies are used as sensors to provide both fast
protection against abnormal conditions and slower power
capping to control average power consumption. The power
supplies, along with control features at the nodes, provide
reliable protection for both the DC power out of the power
supplies and the AC power feeding the rack.

1. Server Power Line Communication

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a server system 100
according to one embodiment. The server system 100 may
be referred to herein as a “server rack,” or simply “rack.”
The server system 100 includes high DC power bus
bars 110(a), 110(b) electrically coupled to M number of
rack power supply units (PSUs) 112, 114 (two shown as
PSU_1 ... PSU_M) and N number of nodes 116, 118 (two
shown as Node_1 . . . Node_N). Persons skilled in the art
will recognize that M may represent any number of PSUs
and N may represent any number of nodes, and that M and
N may or may not be the same number. In this example
embodiment, each node 116, 118 includes a server. How-
ever, the disclosure is not so limited, and in certain embodi-
ments the nodes 116, 118 may include a server, computer,
network device, processor, combinations of the foregoing, or
any other component that is configured to receive power
through the power bus bars 110(a), 110(b) from one or more
of the PSUs 112, 114.

A power output of each PSU 112, 114 and a power input
of'each node 116, 118 is connected to the high DC power bus
bars 110(a), 110(5) (also referred to herein as a common
power bus) through respective buffers 120, 122, 124, 126.
Each PSU 112, 114 is also electrically coupled to a respec-
tive transmitter 128, 130, and each node 116, 118 is also
electrically coupled to a respective receiver 132, 134. The
transmitters 128, 130 and receivers 132, 134 are each
electrically coupled to the power bus bars 110(a), 110(5) for
transmitting an interrupt alert signal from the PSUs 112, 114
to the nodes 116, 118. Skilled persons will recognize from
the disclosure herein that the transmitters may be internal or
external to the physical design of the PSUs, and that the
receivers may be internal or external to the physical design
of the nodes.

FIG. 1 graphically represents the flow of high DC power
136 and power information signals 138 through the power
bus bars 110(a), 110(b). The PSUs 112, 114 may be part of
a rack power subsystem that generates the high DC power
136 (dotted line), which is output through the buffers 120,
122 to the power bus bars 110(a), 110(b) and input through
the buffers 124, 126 to the nodes 116, 118.

Each buffer 120, 122, 124, 126 includes an inductor (not
shown) configured to separate paths for high frequency and
low frequency (e.g., DC) currents and to provide high
frequency insulation for transmitter outputs and receiver
inputs from very low impedance PSU outputs and node
power inputs. The buffers 120, 122, 124, 126 provide low
pass filtering so that the PSUs 112, 114 can provide the high
DC power 136 to the nodes 116, 118 without interference
from the interrupt signals 138 on the same power bus bars
110(a), 110(5). In addition to signal separation and guiding
features, the buffers 120, 122, 124, 126 help to keep the
voltage of the power bus bars 110(a), 110(b) within a
regulation range by limiting the current drawn from the
power bus bars 110(a), 110(b) under node fault condition.
This is useful, for example, when a hot swap circuit isolates
a faulty node from the power line.

Although not shown in FIG. 1, the PSUs 112, 114 may
include AC fault detectors, DC fault detectors, and/or other
sensors that assert an alert signal, e.g., a system management
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bus alert signal (SMBAlert#). When an abnormal condition
occurs in the power subsystem (e.g., over temperature,
overcurrent, or momentary AC loss), and a corresponding
alert signal is generated on any of the PSU alert outputs, the
corresponding transmitter 128, 130 transmits the alert signal
over the power bus bars 110(a), 110(5). The buffers 120,
122, 124, 126 “navigate” the alert signal directly to the
receiver inputs where it is detected by alert detectors within
the receivers 132, 134. A node manager or programmable
logic device (PLD) on the nodes’ baseboards respond to the
detected alert signal by throttling the CPU and/or memory in
each node 116, 118, which provides power subsystem load
reduction and protects the AC feeds from overloading, the
PSUs 112, 114 from shutting down and the nodes 116, 118
from crashing.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a transmitter 200
according to one embodiment. The particular implementa-
tion (including the capacitances, resistances, and other com-
ponent values) of the transmitter 200 shown in FIG. 2 is
provided by way of example and persons skilled in the art
will recognize that many other designs or modifications may
be used. The transmitter 200 may be used, for example, for
the transmitters 128, 130 shown in FIG. 1.

The transmitter 200 receives an alert signal 210 (SM-
BAlert) from, for example, any of the PSUs 112, 114 shown
in FIG. 1. The alert signal 210 is inverted and amplified by
two transistors 212, 214 (e.g., metal-oxide-semiconductor
filed-effect transistors or MOSFETs) and fed to a first
connection of a primary winding of a step-down pulse
transformer 216 through a resistor-capacitor (RC) circuit
including a resistor 218 and a capacitor 220. A second
connection of a primary winding of the step-down pulse
transformer 216 is electrically coupled to a 12 V standby
voltage 221 (12 VSB), which may be low-pass filtered with
a capacitor 222. The transistor 212 is pulled up to 12 VSB
through a resistor 224, and the transistor 214 is pulled up to
12 VSB through a diode 226.

A secondary winding of the transformer 216 is connected
to the supplying power bus bars 110(a), 110(5) through a DC
blocking capacitor 228. The capacitor 228 is connected in
series between the secondary winding and a +12 Vbus high
power of the bus bars so as to be a high-pass filter that allows
the alert signal 210 to be transmitted to the power bus bars
110(a), 110(5), while preventing the high DC power of the
power bus bars from propagating inside the transmitter 200.
The step-down transformer 216 reduces a peak power
required for transmission through the power bus bars 110(a),
110(5).

In certain embodiments, the alert signal 210 may be
asserted for more than 100 milliseconds, or even for a few
seconds. Because larger transformers are generally required
for lower frequency (longer duration) signals than those
used for higher frequency (shorter duration) signals, provid-
ing the alert signal 210 directly to the primary winding of the
transformer 216 would increase the size and cost of the
transmitter 200. Thus, to reduce the size of the transformer
216, the RC circuit formed by the resistor 218 and the
capacitor 220 shortens the transmitted pulse duration of the
alert signal 210 to several microseconds (e.g., about 1 usec
to about 4 usec). Skilled persons will recognize from the
disclosure herein that in other embodiments the shortened
pulse duration may be less than 1 usec or greater than 4 psec.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of a receiver 300 according
to one embodiment. The particular implementation (includ-
ing the capacitances, resistances, and other component val-
ues) of the receiver 300 shown in FIG. 3 is provided by way
of example and persons skilled in the art will recognize that
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many other designs or modifications may be used. The
receiver 300 may be used, for example, for the receivers
132, 134 shown in FIG. 1.

The receiver 300 receives the transmitted signal (e.g., the
alert signal from the transmitter 200 shown in FIG. 2) with
a step-up pulse transformer 310 having a primary winding
coupled to the power bus bars 110(a), 110(5) through a DC
blocking capacitor 312 (C1). The capacitor 312 acts as a
high-pass filter that allows the high frequency alert signal to
be detected, while preventing the high DC power of the
power bus bars 110(a), 110(d) from propagating inside the
receiver 300.

In this example, the transformer 310 is used in combina-
tion with a termination resistor 314 (R1) to act as a current
transformer (e.g., a step-up pulse transformer) representing
very low impedance for the alert signal on its primary side.
The transformer 310 restores (i.e., detects) the pulse DC
component on its secondary side by a diode 316 (D1), which
is coupled to comparator circuitry 318. A low-pass filter
including a resistor 320 (R0) and a capacitor 322 (C2) is
coupled to the +12 Vbus side of the power bus bar 110(a) to
provide power to the comparator circuitry. In some embodi-
ments, the receiver 300 includes an optional resistor 324
(R10) and light emitting diode 325 (D4) to provide visual
indication of the received signal.

The comparator circuitry 318 is provided by way of
example and includes a plurality of operational amplifiers
(U1, U2), resistors (R3, R4, R5, R6, R7, R8, R9), capacitors
(C3, C4), and diodes (D2, D3) configured to amplify and
invert the detected alert signal. The comparator circuitry 318
also acts as a single shot element extending the received
voltage pulse to several hundred milliseconds at an output of
the alert signal 326, which may be used to throttle the node’s
CPU and/or memory for a sufficient time. The pulse duration
of the output alert signal 326 may depend on the particular
application (e.g., it may be more than several hundred
milliseconds). In certain embodiments, the output alert sig-
nal 326 is provided to a node manager that controls throt-
tling, power capping, and/or other power functions. In other
embodiments, the output alert signal 326 allows the node to
provide power and/or memory throttling, while bypassing
the node manager.

FIG. 4 is a timing diagram representing power line
communication waveforms according to one embodiment.
The waveforms illustrate an example operation of the trans-
mitter 200 shown in FIG. 2 and the receiver 300 shown in
FIG. 3. As shown in FIG. 4, a waveform 410 represents PSU
current or power that is consumed by one or more nodes. As
the consumed power increases to a threshold associated with
a maximum power P,,, ., a PSU alert signal, represented by
a waveform 412, is asserted at the input of the transmitter
(see alert signal 210 in FIG. 2). Waveform 414 represents the
alert signal amplified by the transmitter (i.e., representing
the voltage across the MOSFET transistor 214 in FIG. 2).
Waveform 416 represents the alert signal detected by the
receiver (i.e., representing the current through the resistor
314 in FIG. 3. Waveforms 418 (three shown) represent the
output signal (i.e., the output alert signal 326 in FIG. 3) of
the receivers connected to the bus bars.

Once the power (see waveform 410) crosses the threshold,
the alert signal applied to the transmitter is asserted, as
shown by a step change in the waveform 412. The trans-
mitter communicates the amplified alert signal (see wave-
form 414) over bus bars with some delay. As shown in FIG.
4, the receiver’s output signal (see waveform 418) in this
example is delayed from the initial alert signal’s falling edge
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by about 10 usec. In certain such embodiments, this delay
does not exceed 10% of the time delay reserved for CPU
response to the alert.

Thus, certain embodiments disclosed herein provide a
method to interface power line communication into a low
impedance DC power distribution path and to provide an
interrupt signal, such as an SMBSAlert signal, over this
same path. In addition, or in other embodiments, serial
communication between PSUs and nodes may also be
provided over the high DC power bus bars. For example,
certain embodiments may transmit power management bus
(PMBus) signals over low impedance, high DC power bus
bars.

The disclosed embodiments for server power line com-
munication improve system reliability and energy efficiency,
support redundant power line communication, and reduce
server power supply size and cost. As mentioned above and
described in the next section, systems and methods accord-
ing to certain example embodiments also provide power
capping and fast power protection at the server rack level.

II. Example Embodiments of Rack Level Power Protec-
tion and Capping

Certain embodiments disclosed herein include large,
shared power supplies that provide power to a plurality of
nodes. The power supplies are used as sensors to provide
both fast protection against abnormal conditions and slower
power capping to control average power consumption. The
power supplies, along with control features at the nodes,
provide reliable protection for both the DC power out of the
power supplies and the AC power feeding the rack.

While conventional methods to protect the power at the
node level use power capping and/or power throttling,
conventional methods do not provide the same protection at
the rack level so as to protect a large shared power supply
or to cap power based on measured rack level power.

For example, FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a system 500
using a control process at the node 510 level and a control
process at the facility data center infrastructure management
(DCIM) 512 level to protect rack level power supplies. Each
node 510 (four shown as Node_1, Node_2, Node_3, and
Node_4) includes a node power sensor 514 that reports local
AC power (shown as Pnode_n power) to the DCIM 512. The
control process at the DCIM 512 allocates power for each
individual node. The DCIM 512 controls individual node
power capping levels. Each node 510 then controls its local
power capping by summing its local node cap level 516
(individually allocated by the DCIM 512) with the output of
its local node power sensor 514 to produce an error signal
X (k). A compensator 518 in each node 510 receives the error
signal X(k) and generates a control signal Y(k) provided to
one or more CPUs 520 (two shown as CPU0O and CPU1),
which limit the power of the node 510.

The system 500 shown in FIG. 5, however, may have
disadvantages. For example, power on an individual node
510 may sometimes be unnecessarily limited until the DCIM
512 level control can reallocate a power cap level for the
nodes in the rack. Further, there is a limit for scaling the
solution to many racks and nodes because one central DCIM
512 controls each node power cap level.

Thus, certain embodiments disclosed herein provide a
system to protect and throttle performance only when the
rack level power is exceeded. Such embodiments avoid any
momentary and/or unnecessary node level performance
throttling. The disclosed systems and methods also limit the
period of time that nodes experience unnecessary throttling
to a minimum of the speed of a single control loop.
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By way of example, certain embodiments may be used to
improve rack level power capping control in the case of a
resource manager in a facility attempting to maintain a
selected power level on a rack. The disclosed systems and
methods allow the nodes in the rack to maintain the selected
rack level power capping autonomously, without the need of
another layer to manage the nodes in the rack through a
reallocation process.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a system 600 to provide rack
level power protection and capping according to one
embodiment. In this example, the system 600 includes four
nodes 610 (shown as Node_1, Node_2, Node_3, and
Node_4). However, persons skilled in the art will recognize
that any number of nodes may be used. Each node 610
includes a summing element 611, a compensator 612, and
one or more CPUs 614 (two shown as CPU0O and CPU1).
The one or more CPUs 614 include circuitry and/or com-
puter executable instructions to cap power. For example, the
one or more CPUs 614 may include running average power
limit (RAPL) modules to control or limit power usage based
on a control signal Y (k) received from the compensator 612.

The system 600 further includes a shared power supply
with input and/or output power sensors 616, which provide
power feedback Prack(k) to each node 610. Persons skilled
in the art will recognize that the shared power supply may
include one or more power supplies and/or power sensors.
The power sensors may include both AC and DC input
power sensors and/or a DC output power sensor. A common
rack power cap level 618 (shown as Prack_cap) is provided
to each node 610 in the system. In certain embodiments, the
shared power supply provides the common rack power cap
level 618 to the nodes 610. The summing element 611 sums
the shared power feedback Prack(k) and common rack
power cap level Prack_cap to generate an error signal X(k)
provided to the compensator 612. The output Y(k) of the
compensator 614 is provided to the one or more CPUs 614
(e.g., to RAPL registers) to limit the power of the individual
node 610, when needed to satisfy the overall rack power cap
level.

FIG. 7 is a timing diagram illustrating power waveforms
generated in an example operation of the system 600 shown
in FIG. 6 according to one embodiment. In this example, a
rack power cap level Prack_cap of about 1000 W is applied
to the shared power supply. As shown in FIG. 7, initial
operation of all four nodes cause the shared rack power 710
to exceed the rack power cap level Prack_cap. Then, each
node’s control loop pulls the shared power back to the rack
power cap level Prack_cap. To illustrate the operation of the
system 600, a first node’s power 712 is turned off or reduced
at about 40 seconds. In response, each remaining node’s
compensator output Y (k) (shown with dashed lines) adjusts
to allow higher power (as shown at 714), which results in
high performance on the remaining nodes in use.

In this example, operation of the three remaining nodes
continues to cause the shared rack power 710 to exceed the
rack power cap level Prack cap. Thus, each remaining
node’s control loop pulls the shared power back to the rack
power cap level Prack_cap until a second node’s power 716
is turned off or reduced. When the second node’s power 716
is turned off or reduced, the local control loops no longer
need to drive their Y(k) values to the CPU to limit power so
as to stay within the rack power cap level Prack_cap limit.
Thus, the control loop no longer limits power, the compen-
sator outputs go to Y(k)=0, and the remaining two nodes are
allowed to operate at a higher power (as shown at 718) and
maximum performance without being limited to maintain
the overall rack power cap.
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FIG. 8 is a block diagram of a system 800 for rack level
power protection and control according to one embodiment.
The system 800 includes rack power supplies 810 and a
plurality of server nodes (shown as Server node_1, Server
node_2, Server node_3, Server node 4, . . . , Server
node_N). The rack power supplies 810 are shared among the
plurality of server nodes 812. The rack power supplies 810
include sensors to provide power information to the plurality
of server nodes 812 in the shared rack. The rack power
supplies provide power information including, for example,
interrupt signals to the plurality of server nodes 812 if a
threshold in the power supply is exceeded, real time serial
power meter data for AC or DC input power and/or DC
output power broadcast to the powered server nodes 812,
and rack level power target configuration serial data broad-
cast to the plurality of server nodes 812. In certain embodi-
ments, the information from the rack power supplies 810 to
the plurality of server nodes 812 is identical for each node.
Thus, the information can be broadcast to the plurality of
server nodes 812 at the same time, without the need of a
master/slave handshake.

The rack power supplies 810 include an input power
meter 814, a DC power meter 816, an input voltage sensor
817, a fast interrupt module 818, an interrupt transmitter
820, and a power data broadcast module 822. The input
power meter 814 provides measured rack input power levels
to the fast interrupt module 818 and to the power data
broadcast module 822. The input power meter 814 may
measure both AC and DC input power feeds. The DC power
meter 816 provides measured PSU output DC power levels
to the fast interrupt module 818 and to the power data
broadcast module 822. The input voltage sensor 817 pro-
vides a signal to the fast interrupt module 818 when a loss
of input voltage condition is detected.

The fast interrupt module 818 generates an interrupt
signal, such as the alert signals (e.g., SMBAlert) discussed
above, based on the measured rack input and the PSU DC
output power levels. The fast interrupt module 818 may
assert the interrupt signal to protect the rack power supplies
810, an input feed to the rack power supplies 810, and/or an
energy backup system. For example, asserting the interrupt
signal based on power supply output current protects the
rack power supplies 810 from over current shutdown.
Asserting the interrupt signal due to high AC current draw
protects the circuit breakers, PDUs, and/or uninterruptible
power supply (UPS) systems feeding the rack. Asserting the
interrupt signal for loss of input voltage condition helps the
smaller rack power supplies to ride through any momentary
AC loss conditions.

The fast interrupt module 818 provides the interrupt
signal to the interrupt transmitter 820 for communication to
the plurality of server nodes 812. In certain embodiments, as
discussed above, the interrupt transmitter 820 communicates
the interrupt signal through high DC power bus bars to the
plurality of server nodes 812. See, e.g., FIGS. 1 and 2. In
certain such embodiments, a transmission time for the
communication of the interrupt signal through the high DC
power bus bars is in a range between about 10 psec and
about 20 psec so as to initiate fast power throttling on the
powered server nodes.

The power data broadcast module 822 communicates
power information (e.g., measured input and PSU output DC
power levels) as serial data from the rack power supplies 810
to the powered server nodes 812. The input power and
output DC power may be sensed and reported over system
management bus (SMBus) interface. However, this limits
the number of nodes that can poll the PSUs, a slave device.
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Broadcasting the power data to the powered nodes at the
same time allows all nodes to receive the shared power data
(including real time input and/or output DC power) at the
same rate.

Each of the plurality of server nodes 812 includes one or
more processors 824, a power controller 826, an interrupt
receiver 828, a power data buffer 830, and a rack target
power cap value 832. The interrupt receiver 828 detects the
power interrupt signal from the power supplies. In certain
embodiments, as discussed above, the interrupt receiver 828
detects the interrupt signal through high DC power bus bars.
See FIGS. 1 and 3. Upon detecting the interrupt signal, the
interrupt receiver 828 asserts the processor’s throttling pin
and holds it for a predetermined period of time to provide
fast power throttling that protects the power supplies, bulk
energy storage, and input feeds.

The power data buffer 830 receives the real time power
data transmitted by the rack power supplies 810 and saves it
to a register or memory device. Each server node 812 can
poll the register (e.g., via standard SMBus protocols) for
reporting and control purposes.

When the rack power supplies 810 power on or when a
user programs the power capping limit level of the rack, the
serial data broadcast by the rack power supplies 810
includes configuration data with the rack target power cap
value 832. Each server node 812 saves the rack target power
cap value 832 so the power controller 826 can reference the
data. In certain embodiments, the rack power cap value 832
may also be programmed by a DCIM element to control
power to a different level than that reported by the shared
PSUs.

The power controller 826 receives the rack level power
sensor data from the power data buffer 830 and the rack
target power cap value 832. The plurality of server nodes
812 act in parallel to implement a controller to maintain the
rack level power via, for example, a proportional-integral-
derivative (PID) control method or other control method.
Thus, identical power controllers 826 in the plurality of
server nodes 812 can maintain a rack level shared power
target.

The disclosed systems and methods allow users to provide
more processors in a rack while still maintaining protection
reliability. Certain embodiments may be integrated into a
node manager and related motherboard hardware to allow
users to protect rack level, fit more components into the rack,
and remove layers of expensive power sensors and DCIM
software.

EXAMPLE EMBODIMENTS

The following examples pertain to further embodiments.

Example 1 is a server system including a common power
bus, a power supply to provide direct current (DC) power
through the common power bus, at least one node compris-
ing a processor to receive the DC power through the
common power bus, a transmitter capacitive coupled to the
common power bus to transmit a power information signal
from the power supply through the common power bus, and
at least one receiver capacitive coupled to the common
power bus to receive the power information signal trans-
mitted by the transmitter. The at least one receiver also to
provide the received power information signal to the at least
one node. The example server system also includes a plu-
rality of buffers respectively coupled between the common
power bus and each of the power supply and the at least one
node. The plurality of buffers to separate paths for high
frequency and low frequency currents, and to provide high
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frequency insulation for the transmitter and the at least one
receiver from low impedance connections of the power
supply and the at least one node to the common power bus.

Example 2 includes the server system of Example 1,
wherein the transmitter includes a DC blocking capacitor
coupled to the common power bus, and circuitry to convert
a first pulse having a first duration to a second pulse having
a second duration. The second duration being less than the
first duration. The transmitter also includes a transformer
comprising a primary winding to receive the second pulse,
and a secondary winding coupled to the DC blocking
capacitor to transmit the second pulse through the common
power bus.

Example 3 includes the server system of Example 2,
wherein the transformer includes a step-down pulse trans-
former to reduce a peak power of the second pulse for
transmission through the common power bus.

Example 4 includes the server system of Example 2,
wherein the first duration is greater than 100 milliseconds,
and wherein the second duration is less than 4 microseconds.

Example 5 includes the server system of Example 1,
wherein the at least one receiver includes a DC blocking
capacitor coupled to the common power bus, pulse detection
circuitry coupled to a receiver output, and a transformer. The
transformer includes a primary winding coupled to the DC
blocking capacitor to receive a pulse from the common
power bus, and a secondary winding coupled to the pulse
detection circuitry.

Example 6 includes the server system of Example 5,
wherein the at least one receiver further includes circuitry to
extend a duration of the pulse received through the common
power bus and detected by the pulse detection circuitry.

Example 7 includes the server system of Example 1,
wherein the power information signal includes an alert
signal to indicate an input fault condition or a DC output
fault condition, and wherein the at least one node is con-
figured to throttle one or more components to reduce power
consumption in response to the alert signal.

Example 8 includes the server system of Example 1,
wherein the power supply includes one or more power
meters, and a fast interrupt module connected to the one or
more power meters and configured to generate an interrupt
signal based on power measurements provided by the one or
more power meters. The fast interrupt module to provide the
interrupt signal to the transmitter for transmission through
the common power bus.

Example 9 includes the server system of Example 8§,
wherein the one or more power meters include an input
power meter and a DC output power meter.

Example 10 includes the server system of Example 8§,
wherein the power supply further includes a power data
broadcast module to broadcast serial data to the at least one
node, the serial data including the power measurements
provided by the one or more power meters and a common
rack power cap level.

Example 11 includes the server system of Example 10,
wherein the at least one node includes a power data buffer
to store the power measurements, and a power controller.
The power controller includes a summing element to gen-
erate an error signal based on a sum of the power measure-
ments and the common rack power cap level, and a com-
pensator to generate a control signal provided to the
processor to limit power consumption based on the error
signal.

Example 12 is a method that includes reducing a pulse
width of an alert signal received from a power supply
module, providing the alert signal through a first capacitive
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coupled transformer to a power bus, receiving the alert
signal through a second capacitive coupled transformer from
the power bus, and providing the received alert signal to a
node powered through the power bus.

Example 13 includes the method of Example 12, and
further includes, before providing the received alert signal to
the node, extending the pulse width duration of the received
alert signal.

Example 14 includes the method of Example 12, and
further includes, in response to receiving the alert signal
through the power bus, throttling one or more components
of the node.

Example 15 includes the method of Example 12, and
further includes buffering a direct current (DC) power input
of the node to separate paths for high frequency and low
frequency currents through the power bus.

Example 16 is a transmitter for communicating a power
information signal through a low impedance power bus
configured to provide power from a power supply unit to a
node. The transmitter includes a DC blocking capacitor
coupled to the power bus, and circuitry to convert a first
pulse having a first duration to a second pulse having a
second duration. The second duration being less than the
first duration. The transmitter further includes a transformer
that includes a primary winding to receive the second pulse,
and a secondary winding coupled to the DC blocking
capacitor to transmit the second pulse through the power
bus.

Example 17 includes the transmitter of Example 16,
wherein the transformer comprises a step-down pulse trans-
former to reduce a peak power of the second pulse for
transmission through the power bus.

Example 18 includes the transmitter of Example 16,
wherein the first duration is greater than 100 milliseconds,
and wherein the second duration is less than 4 microseconds.

Example 19 is a method to control power in a server rack
with a shared power supply. The method includes broad-
casting a common rack power cap level to a plurality of
server nodes, broadcasting a shared power feedback signal
from the shared power supply to the plurality of server
nodes, and determining at each of the plurality of server
nodes a power error based on a difference between the
common rack power level and the shared power feedback
signal. The method also includes controlling, autonomously
at each of the plurality of server nodes, a local power
consumption based on the power error.

Example 20 includes the method of Example 19, and
further includes operating the plurality of server nodes in
parallel to maintain a rack power consumption level at or
below the common rack power cap level.

Example 21 includes the method of Example 19, and
further includes broadcasting shared power data from the
shared power supply to the plurality of server nodes. The
shared power data comprising measured input and direct
current (DC) shared power supply output power levels.

Example 22 includes the method of Example 21, and
further includes transmitting, from the shared power supply,
the shared power data as serial data. The method further
includes storing, at each of the plurality of server nodes, the
shared power data received from the shared power supply in
a power data buffer comprising a register configured to be
polled by the plurality of server nodes.

Example 23 includes the method of Example 19, and
further includes monitoring power information at the shared
power supply, and based on the monitored power informa-
tion, generating an interrupt signal. The method further
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includes transmitting the interrupt signal from the shared
power supply to the plurality of server nodes through a
common power bus.

Example 24 includes the method of Example 23, and
further includes receiving, at the plurality of server nodes,
the interrupt signal through the common power bus. The
method further includes, in response to the interrupt signal,
throttling the plurality of server nodes.

Example 25 is an apparatus comprising means to perform
a method as recited in any one of Examples 19-24.

Example 26 is a system that includes a common power
bus, a power supply to provide direct current (DC) power
through the common power bus, and at least one node
comprising a processor. The at least one node to receive the
DC power through the common power bus. The system
further includes means for transmitting a power information
signal from the power supply through the common power
bus, means for receiving the power information signal
through the common power bus and for providing the
received power information signal to the at least one node,
and means for separating paths for high frequency and low
frequency currents, and for providing high frequency insu-
lation for the means for transmitting and the means for
receiving from low impedance connections of the power
supply and the at least one node to the common power bus.

Example 27 includes the system of Example 26, wherein
the means for transmitting includes means for blocking DC
power to or from the common power bus, and means for
converting a first pulse having a first duration to a second
pulse having a second duration. The second duration is less
than the first duration. The system further includes means for
reducing a peak power of the second pulse for transmission
through the common power bus.

Example 28 includes the system of any of Examples
26-27, wherein the at least one receiver includes means for
blocking DC power to or from the common power bus,
means for detecting a pulse received through the common
power bus, and means for extending a duration of the
detected pulse received through the common power bus.

Example 29 includes the system of any of Examples
26-28, wherein the power information signal comprises an
alert signal to indicate an input fault condition or a DC
output fault condition, and wherein the at least one node is
configured to throttle one or more components to reduce
power consumption in response to the alert signal.

Example 30 includes a power system including means for
reducing a pulse width of an alert signal received from a
power supply module, means for providing the alert signal
through a first capacitive coupled transformer to a power
bus, means for receiving the alert signal through a second
capacitive coupled transformer from the power bus, and
means providing the received alert signal to a node powered
through the power bus.

Example 31 includes the power system of Example 30,
and further includes means for extending, before providing
the received alert signal to the node, the pulse width duration
of the received alert signal.

Example 32 includes the power system of any of
Examples 30-31, and further includes means for throttling,
in response to receiving the alert signal through the power
bus, one or more components of the node.

Example 33 includes the power system of any of
Examples 30-32, and further includes means for buffering a
direct current (DC) power input of the node to separate paths
for high frequency and low frequency currents through the
power bus.
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Example 34 is a method for communicating a power
information signal through a low impedance power bus
configured to provide power from a power supply unit to a
node. The method includes blocking direct current (DC)
signal to or from the power bus, and converting a first pulse
having a first duration to a second pulse having a second
duration. The second duration being less than the first
duration. The method further includes reducing a peak
power of the second pulse for transmission through the
power bus.

Example 35 includes the method of Example 34, wherein
the first duration is greater than 100 milliseconds, and
wherein the second duration is less than 4 microseconds.

Example 36 is a system for rack level power protection
and control. The system includes a shared power supply
including one or more power sensors to measure at least one
of input and output power, and a power data broadcast
module to broadcast a common rack power cap level to a
plurality of server nodes. The power data broadcast module
further to broadcast a shared power feedback signal from the
shared power supply to the plurality of server nodes. The
system further includes a power controller to determine a
power error based on a difference between the common rack
power level and the shared power feedback signal, and to
control, at each of the plurality of server nodes, a local
power consumption based on the power error.

Example 37 includes the system of Example 36, and
further includes an interrupt transmitter to transmit, from the
shared power supply, the shared power data as serial data,
and a power data buffer to store, at each of the plurality of
server nodes, the shared power data received from the shared
power supply. The power data buffer configured to be polled
by the plurality of server nodes.

Example 38 includes the system of any of Examples
36-37, and further includes a fast interrupt module to moni-
tor power information at the shared power supply, and to
generate, based on the monitored power information, an
interrupt signal. The system further includes an interrupt
transmitter to transmit the interrupt signal from the shared
power supply to the plurality of server nodes through a
common power bus.

Example 39 includes the system of any of Examples
36-38, and further includes a plurality of receivers to
receive, at the plurality of server nodes, the interrupt signal
through the common power bus. The system further includes
a plurality of processors, at the plurality of server nodes, to
throttle, in response to the interrupt signal, the plurality of
server nodes.

Various embodiments may be implemented using hard-
ware elements, software elements, and/or a combination of
both. Examples of hardware elements may include proces-
sors, microprocessors, circuits, circuit elements (e.g., tran-
sistors, resistors, capacitors, inductors, and so forth), inte-
grated circuits, application specific integrated -circuits
(ASIC), programmable logic devices (PLD), digital signal
processors (DSP), field programmable gate array (FPGA),
logic gates, registers, semiconductor device, chips, micro-
chips, chip sets, and so forth. Examples of software may
include software components, programs, applications, com-
puter programs, application programs, system programs,
machine programs, operating system software, middleware,
firmware, software modules, routines, subroutines, func-
tions, methods, procedures, software interfaces, application
program interfaces (API), instruction sets, computing code,
computer code, code segments, computer code segments,
words, values, symbols, or any combination thereof.
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One or more aspects of at least one embodiment may be
implemented by representative instructions stored on a
machine-readable medium which represents various logic
within the processor, which when read by a machine causes
the machine to fabricate logic to perform the techniques
described herein. Such representations, known as “IP cores”
may be stored on a tangible, machine readable medium and
supplied to various customers or manufacturing facilities to
load into the fabrication machines that actually make the
logic or processor.

The term “coupled” may be used herein to refer to any
type of relationship, direct or indirect, between the compo-
nents in question, and may apply to electrical, mechanical,
fluid, optical, electromagnetic, electromechanical or other
connections. In addition, the terms “first”, “second”, etc.
might be used herein only to facilitate discussion, and carry
no particular temporal or chronological significance unless
otherwise indicated.

Any reference in this specification to “one embodiment,”
“an embodiment,” “example embodiment,” etc., means that
a particular feature, structure, or characteristic described in
connection with the embodiment is included in at least one
embodiment of the invention. The appearances of such
phrases in various places in the specification are not neces-
sarily all referring to the same embodiment. Further, when a
particular feature, structure, or characteristic is described in
connection with any embodiment, it is submitted that it is
within the purview of one skilled in the art to affect such
feature, structure, or characteristic in connection with other
ones of the embodiments.

Although embodiments have been described with refer-
ence to a number of illustrative embodiments thereof, it
should be understood that numerous other modifications and
embodiments can be devised by those skilled in the art that
will fall within the spirit and scope of the principles of this
disclosure. More particularly, various variations and modi-
fications are possible in the component parts and/or arrange-
ments of the subject combination arrangement within the
scope of the disclosure, the drawings and the appended
claims. In addition to variations and modifications in the
component parts and/or arrangements, alternative uses will
also be apparent to those skilled in the art. The scope of the
present invention should, therefore, be determined only by
the following claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A server system, comprising:

a common power bus;

a power supply to provide direct current (DC) power
through the common power bus;

at least one node comprising a processor, the at least one
node to receive the DC power through the common
power bus;

a transmitter capacitively coupled to the common power
bus to transmit a power information signal from the
power supply through the common power bus, the
transmitter coupled to the common power bus through
a step-down transformer coupled to a first DC blocking
capacitor;

at least one receiver capacitively coupled to the common
power bus to receive the power information signal
transmitted by the transmitter, and to provide the
received power information signal to the at least one
node, each at least one receiver coupled to the common
power bus through a step-up transformer coupled to a
second DC blocking capacitor, wherein the at least one
receiver comprises:
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pulse detection circuitry coupled to a receiver output;
and

circuitry to extend a duration of a pulse received
through the common power bus and detected by the
pulse detection circuitry; and

a plurality of buffers respectively coupled between the
common power bus and each of the power supply and
the at least one node, each of the plurality of buffers
comprising an inductor to separate paths for high
frequency and low frequency currents, and to provide
high frequency insulation for the transmitter and the at
least one receiver from low impedance connections of
the power supply and the at least one node to the
common power bus.

2. The server system of claim 1, wherein the transmitter

comprises:

circuitry to convert a first pulse having a first duration to
a second pulse having a second duration, the second
duration being less than the first duration; and

wherein the step-down transformer comprises:

a primary winding to receive the second pulse; and

a secondary winding coupled to the first DC blocking
capacitor to transmit the second pulse through the
common power bus.

3. The server system of claim 2, wherein the step-down
transformer is configured to reduce a peak power of the
second pulse for transmission through the common power
bus.

4. The server system of claim 2, wherein the first duration
is greater than 100 milliseconds, and wherein the second
duration is less than 4 microseconds.

5. The server system of claim 1, wherein the step-up
transformer comprises:

a primary winding coupled to the second DC blocking
capacitor to receive the pulse from the common power
bus; and

a secondary winding coupled to the pulse detection cir-
cuitry.

6. The server system of claim 1, wherein the power
information signal comprises an alert signal to indicate an
input fault condition or a DC output fault condition, and
wherein the at least one node is configured to throttle one or
more components to reduce power consumption in response
to the alert signal.

7. The server system of claim 1, wherein the power supply
comprises:

one or more power meters; and

a fast interrupt module connected to the one or more
power meters and configured to generate an interrupt
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signal based on power measurements provided by the
one or more power meters, the fast interrupt module to
provide the interrupt signal to the transmitter for trans-
mission through the common power bus.

8. The server system of claim 7, wherein the one or more
power meters include an input power meter and a DC output
power meter.

9. The server system of claim 7, wherein the power supply
further comprises a power data broadcast module to broad-
cast serial data to the at least one node, the serial data
including the power measurements provided by the one or
more power meters and a common rack power cap level.

10. The server system of claim 9, wherein the at least one
node comprises:

a power data buffer to store the power measurements; and

a power controller comprising:

a summing element to generate an error signal based on
a sum of the power measurements and the common
rack power cap level; and

a compensator to generate a control signal provided to
the processor to limit power consumption based on
the error signal.

11. A method comprising:

to reduce respective sizes of a step-down transformer and

a step-up transformer, reducing a pulse width of an alert

signal received from a power supply module to produce

a reduced pulse width alert signal;

providing the reduced pulse width alert signal through the

step-down transformer capacitively coupled to a power

bus;

receiving the reduced pulse width alert signal through the

step-up transformer capacitive coupled to the power

bus;

extending the pulse width duration of the received

reduced pulse width alert signal to produce an extended

pulse width alert signal; and

providing the extended pulse width alert signal to a node

powered through the power bus.

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising:

in response to receiving the reduced pulse width alert

signal through the power bus, throttling one or more

components of the node.

13. The method of claim 11, further comprising:

buffering a direct current (DC) power input of the node to

separate paths for high frequency and low frequency
currents through the power bus.
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